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Lancaster Man Sentenced for Planning  
to Use IED on Ex-Girlfriend 

 
A 52-year-old man was sentenced today to 16 years in state prison for having an improvised explosive 
device that he planned to detonate at his ex-girlfriend’s home, the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney’s Office announced. 
  
Deputy District Attorney Steven Mac said Vernon Russell Smith (dob 7/11/63) of Lancaster pleaded no 
contest on April 14 to one felony count of attempt to explode a destructive device with intent to injure. 
 
Smith was pulled over by a Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputy on Oct. 15, 2015, after making an illegal 
U-turn in the residential area of 10th Street West and Avenue H-12, the prosecutor said. The deputy 
discovered an explosive device made from a petroleum liquid, gun powder and laced with staples, the 
prosecutor added. 
 
Further investigation determined the defendant planned to use the homemade bomb on his ex-
girlfriend and her husband.  
 
Case MA067299 was investigated by the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Lancaster Station.  

 

# # # 
 
About the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 
 
Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her 
staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to protecting our 
community through the fair and ethical pursuit of justice and the safeguarding of crime victims' rights. 
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